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pytthye. In the lawe lie had .profounde knowledge, in witte he
was incomparable, and in memory wonderful excellente.
These qualityes, which in hym were by nature singular, he by
learnynge and use had made perfects. The kynge put niuche truste
in his counsel, the weale publyque also in a maner leaned unto hym,
when I was there. For even in the chiefe of his youth he was taken
from schole into the courte, and there passed all his tyme in much
trouble and busines, beyng continually tumbled and tossed in the
waves of d'yvers mysfortunes and adversities. And so by many and
greate daungers he lerned the experience of the worlde, whiche so
beznge learned can not easily be forgotten.
It chaunced on a certayne daye, when I sate at his table, there was
also a certayne laye man cunnynge in the lawes of youre Realme.
Who, I can not tell whereof takynge occasion, began diligently and
earnestly to prayse that strayte and rygorous justice, which at that
tyme was there executed upon fellones, who, as he sayde, were for
the moste part xx. hanged together upon one gallowes. And, seyng"
so fewe escaped punyshement, he sayde he coulde not chuse, but
greatly wonder and marvel, howe and by what evel lucke it shold
so come to passe, that theves nevertheles were in every place so
ryffe and so rancke.
Naye, Syr, quod I (for I durst boldely speake my minde before the
Cardinal) marvel nothinge here at: for this punyshinent of theves
passeth the limites of Justice, and is also very hurtefull to the weale
publique. For it is to extrearne and cruel a punishment for thefte,
and yet not sufficient to refrayne and withhold men from thefte.
For simple thefte is not so great an offense, that it owght to be
punished with death. Neither ther is any punishment so horrible, that
it can kepe them from stealynge, which have no other craft, wherby
to get their living.
Therefore in this poynte, not you onlye, but also the most part
of the world, be like evyll schole-maisters, which be readyer to
beate, then to teache, their scholers. For great and horrible ptmish-
mentes be appointed for theves, wheras much rather provision should
have ben made, that there were some meanes, whereby they myght
get their livyng, so that no man shoulde be dryven to this extreme
necessitie, firste to steale, and' then to dye. Yes (quod he) tfhis
matter is wel ynough provided for already. There be handy craftes,
there is husbandrye to gette their livynge by, if they would not will-
ingly be nought. Nay, quod I, you shall not skape so: for first of
all, I wyll speake nothynge of them, that come home oute of the
warres, maymed and lame, as not longe ago, oute of Blackeheath fielde,
and a litell before that, out of the warres in Fraunce: suche, I saye,
as put their lives in jeoperdye for the weale publiques or the kynges
sake, and by reason of weakenesse and lamenesse be not hable u;